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the Orloffs, and some of the other nobles who had taken
part in the conspiracy. To please these faithful servants,
she played faro with them, and held a bank of ten thou-
sand roubles against them. The bank was broken at the first
deal. The next day she went on to Mitau, where they
erected triumphal arches of wood, stone being scarce in that
country.
The very day after her arrival, the news that a revolution
had broken out in Petersburg caused great consternation.
They wanted to drag Ivan Ivanovitz out of the citadel where
he was detained, and proclaim him emperor. As a matter of
fact the unhappy prince had already been proclaimed em-
peror, when a baby in the cradle, and it was Elizabeth
Petrovna who had dethroned him. Two of the officers to
whose keeping he was confided, seeing that they were
powerless to prevent his being released, slew him. Poor
innocent victim!
The affair made such a sensation that the prudent Pam"n
sent courier after courier to beg the empress to come back*
She hastened back to her capital; but by the time she
reached it all was quiet. She rewarded the murderers of the
unfortunate Ivan, and cut off the head of the audacious man
who had sought to dethrone her. It was reported that she
was in connivance with the assassins, but this I believe to be
a calumny. She was strong-minded, but not perfidious or
cruel. When I saw her at Riga she was thirty-five years old,
and had reigned on the throne two years. Without being
beautiful, she was pleasing, with gentle, easy manners, and
an air of calm tranquillity which never left her.
I left Riga on the I5th of December, when the ther-
mometer registered fifteen degrees of frost. I did not suffer
from the cold, although I travelled day and night, for I
never left my carriage. I had paid in advance all the relays
from Riga to Petersburg; and Marshal Braun, the governor
of Livonia, had given me a passport. I had a French man-
servant on the box, who had offered me his services for no
other wages than his travelling expenses. He bore the awful